The management of life-threatening haemorrhage following blunt facial trauma.
Life-threatening bleeding is uncommon following blunt facial trauma. There have been few reports in the literature describing its optimal management and a clear approach to treatment is yet to be defined. Reported strategies for control of facial haemorrhage include oro-nasal packing, external carotid artery ligation, transantral ligation of the internal maxillary artery, maxillary reduction and angiographic embolisation. Advances in angiography and selective vessel embolisation have made this the treatment of choice in cases of bleeding following penetrating facial injury. Its use in the management of bleeding following blunt facial trauma is unclear. The combined experience of the facial trauma teams at Harborview Hospital, Seattle, USA and Liverpool Hospital, Sydney, Australia yielded four cases of severe life-threatening haemorrhage following blunt trauma that underwent angiography. The roles of various management strategies were evaluated to generate a preferred management pathway in treating severe bleeding following blunt facial trauma.